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WHAT BENEFITS WILL THESE PROPOSALS BRING TO COPELAND RESIDENTS?
These proposals ensure the proper administration of the Council’s financial affairs to 
enable the continued delivery of services to Copeland residents. 

WHY HAS THIS REPORT COME TO THE AUDIT COMMITTEE?
The Audit Committee is responsible for approving the Council’s Statement of Accounts; 
this report provides the Committee with update on progress for 2018/19. 

RECOMMENDATIONS:
The Audit Committee is recommended to note progress with the publication of the 
unaudited 2018/19 Statement of Accounts.

1.1. In line with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 the unaudited Statement of 
Accounts (SoA) is required to be published by the Council on 31st May 2018. The 
Audit Committee is then required to approve and publish the audited SoA by no 
later than the 31st July 2018. 

1.2. The Audit Committee has been previously advised that due to delays in 
publishing the 2017/18 SoA it was unlikely that the 2018/19 SoA would be 
submitted by the 31st May statutory deadline. 

1.3. As background to the new Audit Committee Members, the unaudited 2017/18 
SoA was published on 1st February 2018, a delay of 8 months. The delay was 
primarily due to the cyber-attack in August 2017 that impacted on the financial 
systems, but also staffing shortages within the Finance Team. 

1.4. The 2018/19 SoA was published on 31st July 2019, a delay of 2 months. Whilst it 
is disappointing to have missed this statutory deadline it is nevertheless a 
significant improvement from previous years. The Audit Committee will receive a 
verbal update on progress generally of the finance team, but also with the audit 
of the 2017/18 and 2018/19 accounts from the Chief Finance Officer. 

2. CONCLUSIONS

2.1. The report provides the Audit Committee with an update on progress with the 
2018/19 SoA.



3. STATUTORY OFFICER COMMENTS 

3.1. Legal comments are: No legal issues arise from the report.

3.2. The Monitoring Officer’s comments are: Although it is noted the 31st May 
deadline has been missed for publication of  SoA, there has been a watching brief 
kept on progress and CFO has kept CLT fully informed. Given the set of 
circumstances surrounding historic delays in publication and legacy issues, it is 
encouraging that the delay in publication of this SoA is considerably shorter than 
the previous financial year. 

3.3. The Section 151 Officer’s comments are: Contained within the report

4. RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS

4.1. As set out in the report.

5. HOW WILL THE PROPOSALS BE PROJECT MANAGED AND HOW ARE THE RISKS 
GOING TO BE  MANAGED?

5.1. As set out in the report. 


